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Bourne Again

Transformation Special

To follow the transformation of the District into a teams based structure the
appearance of this newsletter will start to change. Whilst we will try to continue to
provide useful news and exciting posts from our Sections and Groups around the
District we do ask you to bear with us whilst these changes take shape.

District Lead Volunteer for Croydon

| cannot believe this is the third newsletter since taking on the DLV role. Many thanks
to everyone who has been supporting me in the new role, either by taking on new
district roles themselves or by providing me with support and advice.

Census: Last month saw our census figures come out from HQ. Aside from a few
unavoidable situations, otherwise we remain roughly static in numbers — but there is
a trend, consistent across the region, of a drop-off in the Beaver, Cub, and to a lesser
extent Scout age groups. This was partially offset by growth in our Squirrel and
Explorer numbers. A “numbers” issue in Beavers now, could be an issue for Scouts
and Explorers in 4-5 years’ time, so do consider if you can run buddy evenings, 6-
week challenges or other ways of attracting younger members into your sections.

Website: Over the coming months we will be looking to redevelop the district
website. We'd like to hear from you — what works, what needs changing and what
else should be on there? We can then aim to redevelop the website with updated
content based on the new district and team-based structure, improved Welcome
information for new members (adult and youth) and so on. Please do discuss this in
your groups and sections and feedback to ant@croydonscouting.org.uk.

District Team: I'm delighted to welcome Kate Balzer, GLV @ 16 Purley to the
district team as our Team Leader for Volunteering Development. The Vol. Dev are
responsible for recruiting, welcoming, onboarding, training and recognising adults
across the district, so my thanks to Kate and the members of this team for their
support. Kate and | share an intention to improve the mentoring and buddying that
new volunteers receive when they join our district and by the next newsletter we
should be able to share more information on the team, and how it will work. We are
still looking for a Team Leader for the Support team, who provide the district with
assistance around Premises, IT, Finance, Marketing/PR, and so on. You don’t need to
be an expert in all, or any, of these areas — if you're a good coordinator, and have a
passion for making sure that scout volunteers have the resources they need to run
quality programmes, please do get in touch.

Continued on page 2

District Chair

It will soon be time for the District AGM
being held on Friday 27" June at the same
time same place, and the end of my year
in the chair.

We will need a new chairperson as | will
be so old and the grey cells merge with
the now white hair. We could also do
with a few more active volunteer /
trustees to spread the load and bring new
experiences to bear.

Its been a busy time for the BOT (there’s
something about that name) and me in
particular especially on the premises
front.

Both Pinewood and Bears Wood have
had their development plans put forward
and both are moving ahead at full steam.

Grants, loans and support have been
given to a number of Groups. Asset and
Risk Registers are developing and the
Programme Group has the finance it
needs to progress across the sections.

A successful meet and Greet was held
and a number of issues raised and
followed up and we hope to have another
before the AGM.

Regards
Bernard Farrell

Chair of Board of Trustee’s
Email: chair@croydonscouting.org.uk
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Lead Volunteer Report Cont:

Legacy: Many of you may be aware of the pilot programme that
Croydon are running with Legacy Youthzone. My thanks to our
own Chris Dean and Peter Hutton from GLSW who have been
running these evenings, and several members of the programme
team who have support them. This is now bearing fruit and we
are consistently seeing a small but growing group of young
people attend each work and any feedback please to:-

Email;- ant@croydonscouting.org.uk.

As we move towards a more “regular” approach to Scouting. Our
next steps will be to try to move the sections to a different
weeknight to allow the young people to focus on scouts rather
than the numerous drop-in activities available during the youth
club.

If you've been thinking about a new role in Scouts, and
particularly if you are an experienced Cub, Scout, or Explorer
volunteer, we'd love to chat to you about Legacy and how you
might make a difference there. The same goes for several other
Groups who are looking for GLVs or Section Leaders so if it's
time for a change, please do get in touch.

For now, all that remains is, as always, to thank every one of our
500+ volunteers in Croydon for continuing to offer fantastic
programmes and activities to our nearly 2000 young people!

Ant Eeles
Lead Volunteer for Croydon
Email: ant@croydonscouting.org.uk

The Briefing: Updates

‘One District
One Movement

PLEASE NOTE:-

District specific email addresses have been rolled out for the
Board of Trustees and members of the District team. This
avoids the use of personal email addresses in the future.

Please wuse these email addresses for all future
correspondence. This will help with succession planning and
enable continuity in the District / Groups when members
leave roles and new members take over.

District Board of Trustees:

Chair: chair@croydonscouting.org.uk

Vice Chair: (Currently vacant)

Treasurer: treasurer@croydonscouting.org.uk
Theresa Jeffrey: tjeffrey@croydonscouting.org.uk
Beth Peters: epeters@croydonscouting.org.uk
Richard Goad: desc@croydonscouting.org.uk

DC / (Lead Volunteer) dc@croydonscouting.org.uk

(Other District Contacts)

Bookkeeper: bookkeeper@croydonscouting.org.uk
Secretary: secretary@croydonscouting.org.uk
Premises: premises@croydonscouting.org.uk
Awards: awards@croydonscouting.org.uk

Adult Support: adultsupport@croydonscouting.org.uk
Jack Petchey Scheme: jp@croydonscouting.org.uk
Public Relations: pr@croydonscouting.org.uk
Appointments: (Currently unused)

District Team:

DC / Lead Volunteer: dc@croydonscouting.org.uk
DDC: (Currently unused)

Beavers: beavers@croydonscouting.org.uk
Cubs: cubs@croydonscouting.org.uk

Scouts: scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk
Explorers: explorers@croydonscouting.org.uk
Network: network@croydonscouting.org.uk
Youth Lead: youth@croydonscouting.org.uk
Training: training@croydonscouting.org.uk
Chaplain: chaplain@croydonscouting.org.uk

District Campsites / Assets:

Bears Wood Camp Site
Website: www.bearswoodcampsite.org.uk
Bookings: bookings@bearswoodcampsite.org.uk

Pinewood Scout Centre
Website: www.pinewoodscoutcentre.org.uk
Bookings: bookings@pinewoodscoutcentre.org.uk

District Website: www.croydonscouting.org.uk
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The Briefing: Updates

Volunteering Development Team

The Volunteering Development team will focus on recruiting, welcoming and supporting volunteers as well as recognising
achievements. As you will have noticed in the District Lead Volunteers report, we now welcome Kate Balzer to the District team

asour Team Leader for the Volunteering Development Team. Kate is a very experienced uniformed volunteer and
is Group Lead Volunteer at 16" Purley Scout Group. We are sure that Kate will have some inspiring words to say

in the next edition of this newsletter.
Jobs Board

(any of these roles could be a job-sharel)

Descr ipﬁon
oordinme the su
1

SMoothyy, ;. 7
- INclyg;,
Marketing/pR Uding g S, Equipm,
Mempe, of ¢ e. M. Admjn and
Orking GI’OUp |
i
Ke .
)i Att”butes & Skills:
ell Of'ganiSed )
Re I
Ports |

ands -on
Suppo,,t Te

Obtiong
iy
Mediy - 0°0d with 17 Admip;

' iNistration,

) - 10* Croydon or 63" Croydon

Reports to
Group Lead Volunteer

Scout Section Team Leaders (x2

Description
Lead the section teamin restarting Scouts at either 10+

Croydon or 63“ Cro don. S Ipport the group in recr Liting
Vy e
new youth me bers and buﬂdmg your team. Ensure ar
I
exciting, safe 3 d balanced Programme is delive ed to young

People in Croydon,

Key Attributes & Skills:
- Flexible Team members
-~ Self-starting Scout Team Members
- Welcoming

Speak to: Ant Eeles, Lead Volunteer ant@croydonscouti ng.org.uk

Summary of recent Awards
Congratulations to the following members of the District who have been granted awards from the Scout

Association.

Silver Acorn
Angela McGarel 7" Purley
Chief Scouts Commendation for Good Service

Sadef Khokhar 30" Purley
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Programme Team

Programme Team Update

So far this year the Programme Team has met 3 times to discuss how we can best move forward with the new
structure under Transformation. District Section events and activities already planned have and will continue to
run with no changes until September. The last meeting of the team was held on 13% March.

The Cubs enjoyed their day at the Science Museum and the Scout Pot Luck Cooking event was well supported.
Several Scout Troops took part in the County Night Exercise and teams from the 16* Purley and 18" Purley tied
for second place.

The Programme Team will be reviewing District activities and request feedback from Group Section Leads as
soon as possible along with their termly programmes. If not already submitted please email to
m.giles@croydonscouting.org.uk

One of the priorities going forward is to achieve more Top Awards across all sections, and one of the Programme
Team members will be appointed as lead on this important aspect of programme support. Sadly, due to a booking
mix up the Cub Silver Award Day had to be cancelled.

From September we would like to incorporate a number of different activities and events, and to that end all the
sections represented on the Programme Team will be collaborating in order to avoid clashes of dates. So, if you
would like a particular District event or activity organised please let Mandy or Chris know.

Mandy Giles & Chris Dean — Joint Team Leaders
Programme Team

Emails: m.giles@croydonscouting.org.uk
Emails: tinkerscorner@aol.com

Our 4 dreys continue to develop, and at Census we

were delighted to show a 300% increase in numbers! “

OK, so the starting number was 12, but it's still ’ u.rre s
fantastic to see our Squirrel dreys flourishing

throughout Croydon. The Squirrel programme reflects

the scout method, with additional use of play and

stories to help our younger members learn new skills. Just like the rest of the sections, Squirrels wear uniform,

make their promise, and can earn activity, challenge and Chief Scout’s awards. Squirrels enjoy “proper scouting”,
just appropriate to their age and abilities.

On Sat 22" March, our 4 dreys came
together for the first district Squirrel
event — “Journey to Neverland” - a
themed funday with 9 activities and a
superb  campfire at the end.
Approximately 40 of our Squirrels — a
high  proportion of our dreys’
membership - came together and
enjoyed craft, cake decorating and
s’'mores, as well as shelter building, a
(soft) tomahawk and archery range, and
scavenger hunts. They also enjoyed a
story and shared a fantastic campfire at
the end.

My sincere thanks to everyone involved
in planning and running the event, as
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well as the young leaders who came along too. This event
was conceived and planned entirely by the leadership
teams of our 4 dreys — | was grateful to be able to attend,
and came home with a real buzz. We have several visitors
who came along to see how Squirrels runs, and |
understand more than one new leader was signed up, and
I'm also looking forward to another group piloting their
Squirrel drey during the summer term!

| know a number of Leaders are sceptical around Squirrels
— “is it real Scouting?”, “does it allow progression?”. These
are perfectly valid questions, but I'm sure Leaders were
discussing the same when | was one of the UK’s first
turquoise-scarfed Beaver scouts in the 80s.

My challenge would be: come along to a Squirrel event and then decide for yourself!

Ant Eeles, District Lead Volunteer
Email: ant@croydonscouting.org.uk

BEAVERS

The District Beaver Scout Section is still very popular in Croydon. No report was received before this newsletter

was published however you can see what some of our Beaver Colonies have been doing recently in the Group &

cuss

Since the last newsletter, the Cubs Section have been quiet but active in that they have been working on Badges
and some have achieved their Chief Scouts Silver Award.

Section reports elsewhere in this newsletter.

The Science Museum Trip in February, was enjoyed by all that attended and everyone enjoyed the various Science
Experiments etc. in the WonderLab. March saw the Cubs taking part in 2 Events - the Emergency Badge Day -
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those who attended had a great time and learnt how to use an AED as well as getting a Certificate to say that
they are now a Mini Medic. Also, on the same day - it was the annual Cub/Scout Linking Day at Bearswood.
Again, this was enjoyed by those who attended (see a few words about this event in the Scout report)

Reminder: - Please do remember to send your Programmes in and also if you have awarded any Chief Scouts
Silver Awards.""

Mandy Giles
Joint Programme Lead

Nights Away

For 2025 we'd like to continue with the aim that all troops should try to offer their scouts at least 5 nights away
over the year. If getting 5 nights away is something you would like some support with, or if this is something you
could assist others with, please do reach out to the District team. Camping season is approaching and now is a
good time to be thinking about your 2025 summer camp if you haven't already done so, so you're able to give
parents plenty of notice about it. Perhaps also thinking about dates and venues for any other camps throughout
the year and if it is appropriate to join up with another Troop.

Potluck Cook Off

On Saturday 8™ February 14 teams from across the District
came up with some amazing and rather 'interesting' culinary
inventions at our District Potluck Cook Off. Like Ready Steady
Cook, or the MasterChef invention test, each team was given
a random bag of ingredients and had to cook 2 courses
featuring most of the ingredients. To add a bit of a twist some
were also given 'ingredients of doom!' and teams could swap
some ingredients with other teams. All the teams had to be
prepared to eat what they had created. Everybody seemed to
really enjoy the challenge of experimenting and coming up
with their own culinary delights.

It was a very enjoyable fun event rather than a competition and all the teams were given a unique 'designer’
wooden spoon in recognition of their efforts.

Croydon teams take joint second place at the County Night Exercise.
Again, there was a very strong presence from Croydon with teams from 1st Purley, 5th Selsdon and Addington,
7th Purley, 7/12th Croydon, 16th Purley, 18th Purley and 29%" Purley. This event was an incident night hike
starting and finishing at Bentley Copse camp site, near Shere in Surrey. Continuing the change from previous
years younger less experienced teams could be accompanied by a leader. Although they wouldn’t count to the
main competition it really
helped the young people
gain confidence at navigating
by night.

Many congratulations to the
teams from 16% Purley and
7% Purley who jointly took
2" place. With 42 teams
from across the County this
was a great result.

Well done to all the other teams from Croydon, most of which managed to finish.

A big thank you to all the volunteers from our District who helped with so many aspects of the event including
checkpoints, event control, catering, rescue vehicle, first aid, registration and finish marshalling.



The Briefing: Updates

Cub and Scout Linking Day

Saturday 15% March saw the annual Cub/Scout Linking Day. The aim is to give older Cubs a bit of a taster of what
to expect when they go up to the Scout Troop and to encourage the all-important linking process. 102 young
people took part, 57 older Cubs and 45 younger Scouts - plus their Leaders. Everyone seemed to have a great
time taking part in the activities of knife skills, axe and saw skills, task master, pioneering chariots, fire lighting
and 1st Aid. Our thanks to all the adults and the Young Leaders that helped run the bases.

Checkpoint Challenge
Bookings are coming in fast for this very popular Scout event in May. We currently only have a few places left
and you are urged to check you are booked in. Team slots may be booked via the EventBrite booking site.

Bookings for 1st team slots will remain open until 25th April. Requests for a second team will be open from 26th
April to 1st May, when a draw will take place. Those lucky enough to secure 2nd team slots will be notified and
will then need to book their teams in on EventBrite.

As always, we need lots of help to run this event. If you are able to help us with any of the following please do
get in touch with Richard Carrau: Email: scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk

e  Checkpoint marshalls

e  Kit checking

e  Start/ Finish marshalls

e  Search teams

e  First aid cover

e Catering

Your Troop Programmes
Once you have done your programme planning, please remember to send a copy through to the programme team.
Please email to scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk
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Coming up....

Date Event 'Venue
18 May 2025 Checkpoint Challenge (bookings open) Bears Wood
27-29 Jun 2025 Adkin Bears Wood

Richard Carrau and Dawn Lockyer
District Programme Team - Scouts
Email: scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk

14 - 24 Team

This team brings Explorers, Network and the Young Leader Scheme into one coordinated team led by Richard Goad who brings his

experience as DESC. No report was received before this newsletter was published however you can see what some of our units

have been doing recently in the reports below.

The new Explorer Scout Sections from 30th Purley Masjid Scouts spent the day at the home
of Scouting — Gilwell Park in Epping Forest — taking part in a range of activities including fire

lighting, archery, fencing,
building shelters and informal
time in the mosque on the camp
site. “l became a Scout and it's
the best thing | have ever done,"
said Amrah, aged 17....

Our thanks to Steve Downes
(Editor) from Inside Croydon
who is a regular supporter of
Croydon Scouting activities.

Follow this link for the full story:- Purley Scouts | Search Results | Inside Croydon

ﬂﬁﬁ C;b- Early March, the Kenley
L ergeany

Aces pictured ready for

off on the Monopoly
Run 2025. 5 teams
from Kenley ESU off to play Monopoly with 8000 other
Scouts & Guides across the streets of London.

For those that don’t know the Monopoly Run is the
Country’s largest Monopoly themed event for Scouts and
Guides using the real streets of London as your game
board. The aim of Monopoly Run is for you and your team,
made up of between 4 to 7 members, to visit as many
Monopoly locations as possible, including additional
bonus locations and picking up Chance and Community
items along the way.



mailto:scouts@croydonscouting.org.uk
https://insidecroydon.com/?s=Purley+Scouts

Well done Croham Valley Explorers who faced a few challenges (not of their making) in Red Flare last night but soldiered on.

Huge thanks to Chris, Antz, Flo and Karen for supporting the team and manning a checkpoint. All had a nice quiet day today after
being up most of the night!

BRAVO
CROYDON SCOUTING
#skillsforlife #goodforyou

Children make up 20% of
the population and are
100% of our future




Support Team

You will see we are still looking for a Team Leader to lead this exciting new team. (Please see current vacancies card under Volunteer

Development Team page)

The Support team will support the District team with handling admin, finance, IT, social media, PR and supporting the site teams.

District Safety Report

Attention Group Chair and Group Scout Leader

In 2009 we started our service of visiting all the meeting places used by Groups (both owned by the Groups or owned by
others) to carry out a safety audit and report on the legal obligations required by Health and Safety Legislation. Our report
gave a list of the improvements required and recommended other actions. We also recommended the appointment of a
Group Safety Officer not engaged in weekly meetings. Every group was visited and received a report.

Please revisit your copy of this report and check you have carried out the actions and recommendations. If you do not have
a copy of the report, please contact us below and we will provide you with a copy.

Please email: chair@croydonscouting.org.uk

Specialist in the health & safety field are still available to visit and update the recommendations (however this is only carried
out by invitation only). For your information the District website contains a safety section where you will find information
and documents, we recommend for use by all Groups.

Note:- Please see on next page a table of downloadable files available to support you and your Group / Unit.

File referen
Safety resources are all downloadable from the District o reference
Website www.croydonscouting.org.uk

Group Health & Safety Policy 1
Group Safety Logbook 2
Group Safety Officer Duties 3
Group_Fire_Risk_Assessment.doc 4
Duty of Care Summary 5
User Training Notes and Welcome Pack 6
Risk Assessment for Group Maintenance Activities 7
Storage of LPG 8
First Aid notice board sign & First Aid arrangements 9&9a
Asbestos in your premises 10
Disabled Discrimination Act requirements 11
Electrical and Gas Installations — The Regulation requirements 12
Group Premises Audit Check List 13
Health and Safety Law for Your Scout Premises- What you should know 14
HSE Publication indg236 Electrical Inspections 15
Fire Training Notes 16

Transition is here - embrace change !

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/volunteer-experience/
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Bears Wood Campsite

The sun is shining, the days getting longer and the temperature is rising.
As you walk from the car park up the site you cannot help but realise why
we love the place so much. The trees are coming into leaf, the birds are
chirping away and the wildlife can be seen all around the site, from
squirrels to foxes and badgers to deer, we are blessed to have such a
facility in Croydon.

As we all move into the camping season Bears Wood is continuing to
prove very popular with bookings still very positive both in the indoor
accommodation and Groups camping. Not only local Scout Groups but
many from further afield and numerous DofE bookings staying overnight
on expeditions. What is extremely encouraging is that not only are we getting many repeat bookings, which means we must be
doing something right!!, but we continue to get enquiries, and subsequently bookings, from new Groups many of which are from
further afield due to recommendations via work of mouth.

At the time of going to press the only free weekends are in April, which we assume is due to the Easter break, August which again
is school holiday time and November, which if history repeats itself will fill up in the near future. Oh, and we have just taken our first
booking for 2026!!

Please look on our website www.croydonscouting.org.uk/campsite/bears-wood-camp-site (or just google us!!) to see availability,
facilities, prices and make a booking enquiry. We have had the usual local Scout Groups along with ones from Dartford, Camberwell,
Tadworth, Barnehurst to name just a few. Numerous School DofE bookings, School residentials, CCF Cadets and events for District
Squirrel, Cub & Scout Sections have been hosted too.

We have the pleasure of hosting the National SASU “Bush Scout” for their annual training weekend of Outdoor Practical Skills and
Tomahawk Throwing on May 10t & 11t respectively. Please look up these on www.bushscout.org.uk/courses to book your places.
| am told they are really good courses and are right on your doorstep.

Lots of Groups have taken advantage of the grounds and self-led activities, all that are now up and running, over the past year.
Should you wish to use them over the next few months whilst the evenings are lighter, please make a booking enquiry via the
website in the normal way. Please give at least 2 weeks notice so that we can ensure volunteers are available to open up for you!!
As ever, the site needs constantly maintaining, which happens mainly Faii
through our regular volunteers (THANK YOU to all of you), but should you
wish to help just send Martin an email (see below) and he will get back to
you. On that note, ADVANCED NOTICE: 13/14% September is our GRAFT
& GRUB weekend, any help gratefully received!!! Please put it in your
diaries now and more details to follow in next edition.

Have a peaceful Easter break and a great rest of the year, see you soon.
Martin Greenwood

Bears Wood Team Leader
Email: bearswood@croydonscouting.org.uk

CROYDON SCOUTING
#skillsforlife #goodforyou
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The Pinewood Scout Centre

Lots of been happening over the winter
behind the scenes as we continue to get
Pinewood ready for another fantastic season.

A major change for 2025 is that in order to
promote and support you getting your own
permits for self led activities, we've now
secured access to all the equipment required
to make your visits a brilliant addition to your
programme. And for Croydon Groups this is
included in your site hire, at no extra cost, and
covers paddlesports (kayaking,
paddleboarding and raft building), archery, air
rifle  shooting, tomahawk throwing and
pioneering.

Around the site, in addition to the regular
maintenance work that's essential to keep the
site going, we've used the quieter winter
months to push ahead with our Development
Plan that sets us ambitious targets of
improvement to achieve in the next 18
months.

Central to these are the continued work in the
woods where we are proactively removing
large areas of invasive rhododendron so that
we can replant up to 400 new indigenous,

broadleaf trees that were secured recently. This is intended to significantly improve the eco-diversity of the site and is already
achieving new colonisation of ground level plants and rapid new growth of rowan, birch and pine saplings taking advantage of the

light now reaching the new glades.

Improving the condition of the lake is also a main priority, with opening the banks up with removal of rhododendron and the sub-
surface aeration and other eco-friendly interventions all continuing to make the lake the jewel of our enterprise and a fantastic base

of paddlesports, as well as supporting our wide range of aquatic and woodland residents.

Weekends for Spring and early Summer 2025 are already filling up so if you want to know more about using Pinewood for self led,
supported activities or even getting involved with volunteering to help make Pinewood even better get in touch by emailing us

on bookings@pinewoodscoutcentre.org.uk

The Pinewood Management Team
Email: pinewood@croydonscouting.org.uk

One District
One Movement
Working Together
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PR / Community Impact (Group Support)

Fact: We are still the primary youth organisation and there are many hundreds of young people wanting to join something that is
exciting and appealing. In your local communities we are already recognised and respected as providing essential lifeskills to young
people — Lets make SCOUTING their first choice.

As the Scout Motto say's Be Prepared ! and below are five useful points that we should consider in everything we do.

1. Up your visibility

Any opportunity to raise your profile and visibility should be taken. If you are organising outdoor activities g el f={efelgale/=) =
please ensure that you all wear scarves, branded hoodies or the like. Perhaps you can take Group flags |+ : o ;
or banners to be displayed even if only for a short while up the park. All of these measures will help to
create greater presence.

2. Seek out cross-functional opportunities

When times are better (and they will be better), try to identify opportunities
with other organisations, or working with specialists and publicise these
initiatives on your Group Facebook or Group Websites. Also try to promote
this using the various local media sources, Local Neighbourhood and or
Resident Associations as they all have Facebook Groups or magazines (we currently have generic ads
running in a couple of publications) 3. Promote yourself

Post a regular advert on these sites or magazines to promote your Group. Explain what you do and how
you can help young people in your community. Tell of your contribution to the community and of the
accomplishments of your members e.g. (Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards etc). Ensure your Group is
registered on Google Business and sites like this.

4. Seek out advocates

Do you know who your local Councillor or MP is? If so invite them down to a Colony, Pack or Troop evening and engage with your
young people to speak about their community, their concerns or worries ? If you don’t, find out who they are. Build up a relationship
with these local people as quite often they hear about funding or opportunities that might help the Group in the long run.

5. Ensure you are correctly branded

Ensure that your Group HQ / meeting place is correctly branded and has an encouraging and welcoming sign outside. A contact
number for new enquiries is always a good idea. Update Group leaflets, and see if your local supermarket, newsagents or other
community stores will allow a poster in the window or leaflets inside the store.

Any help or assistance with rebranding your HQ or Group, or suggestion as to where you can purchase branded equipment please
do not hesitate to contact me.

As always, your thoughts or comments on the above would be welcomed.

Email: pr@croydonscouting.org.uk

District Website: www.croydonscouting.org.uk
Campsites: www.croydonscouting.org.uk/campsite

Bears Wood Campsite Website (link) www.bearswoodcampsite.org.uk
Bookings - Email: bookings@bearswoodcampsite.org.uk

Pinewood Scout Centre Website (link) www.pinewoodscoutcentre.org.uk
Bookings - Email: bookings@pinewoodscoutcentre.org.uk
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District Chaplain

It is great to read this newsletter and see that so many of our Croydon Groups and our young
people are thinking about others and providing much necessary support in area’s of our
communities. Sometimes just a friendly face or a letter can make so much difference to
someone’s life.

Please do remember that as your District Chaplain | am here to support you and our young
people with Pastoral care and you are welcome to make contact by email or telephone (please
see my details below). | am very keen to meet with our Groups and young people and can
support you to help our children learn more about the different faiths so if your Group is
interested in any particular faith community please contact me so that | can arrange this and
support your Group and young people.

Revd. Andy Dovey

District Chaplain

Email: andy.dovey@me.com
Mobile: 07527 818816
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One District
One Movement
Working Together

~Croydon Scouting taking every
opportunity to provide skills for life~
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Please enjoy just a mere selection of reports on the next few pages from our

Groups & Sections from around the District.

17 Purley Scouts

Our Scouts this week had a careers evening with 3 parents talking to them about their jobs. One spoke about Tate Modern and the
jobs there, one spoke about his job with Border Force and another about their job with the police as a Detective Inspector. They all
found it very interesting and we had a bit of a laugh when one Scout put on the handcuffs and got a bit stuck
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Border Force

17 Purley Scouts

Working in an art gallery or
museum
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7/12* Croydon Beavers

We had a couple of fabulous evening with the Police and the RNLI

~Croydon Scouting taking every
opportunity to provide skills for life~
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Southern 50 Challenge

It's not every day that our new Chief Scout, Dwayne Fields, gets to meet an icon,
but today, at the presentations for the Southern 50 Challenge at Tring School,
he was lucky enough to meet Shirley the Seahorse.

So very proud of our 14 Seahorses who entered the Southern 50, our first ever
time, two teams were in the 50km event, including two newer members, both
teams finished, despite a team member having to drop out, and our 30km team,
all made it to the end. One of the highlights was to then be presented with their
certificates by Dwayne Fields.

A great weekend, with Tony Gaunt and Barry Edrupt, at such a brilliantly well-
organised event and wonderful to be there with other Croydon people (9
Croydon teams in total, the only GLSW representatives) from Kenley Aces.
Croham Valley and 7th Purley Scouts.

As Shirley Seahorse would say "Neigh, Bubble, Bubble, Bubble, Slap, Slap, Slap"

Members from the 7t Purley were also greeted by the Chief Scout and were
interviewed by HQ media team which was published on Inside Croydon.

See link: Southern 50 | Search Results | Inside Croydon

16th Purley Beavers

16th Purley Beavers wanted to show thanks and love to a special family member at our valentines tea special session. We had
parents, grandparents and siblings gifted with handmade chocolate bars and valentines cards.

Cakes, popcorn, biscuits and strawberries were plentiful to feed our loved ones. The Beavers even took their drinks order and
delivered them to their tables!

p— ¥
Everyone loved it and our guests felt very loved. ’ -“" oe

~Croydon Scouting providing skills for life~
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44" Croydon Cubs

The 44th Croydon Air Scouts (Cubs) were having a fantastic time at Broadstone Warren camp site in February. Many thanks to the
staff and instructors for a brilliant weekend
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7/12* Scouts

Since the latter part of 2024 the 7th/12 Croydon Scouts have been making sandwiches each week for the homeless in Croydon. They have been so
willing and | am really proud of them. Week three (2025) sandwich making at St Paul's. We are supporting Nightwatch, who supply food and
other support for some of the homeless in Croydon. We were delighted to have four members of the 7th/12th Croydon Scout Troop help today.

They were all brilliant and the sandwiches were made in record time! Well done all! | W




6th Croydon Beavers

The 6th Croydon (St Augustine's) Beaver Colony made chocolate lollies this week. They loved it. A big shout out to Derek from
Delta Chocolate...thank you!

19t Purley Scout Group
Fantastic time on the water today. Thank you to the instructors at Pinewood for a great day. 38 young people paddle boarding and
kayaking throughout the day *
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~Croydon Scouting taking every
opportunity to provide skills for life~

‘Scouting offers
skills for life’

‘Scouting offers
friends for life’

~Croydon Scouting bringing
communities together-~

~Croydon Scouting taking every
opportunity to provide skills for life~



Thank you for reading our April 2025 edition of our District Newsletter. We
are sure you will see that our youth members in Croydon are offered many
exciting and challenging opportunities to gain important skills for life as well

as reflecting on social and world matters and contributing to a better society.

On behalf of Croydon Scouting we thank you for your continued support.

~Croydon Scouting
providing skills for life~

One District
One Movement
One World
#skillsforlife

Scouting helping young people to achieve their dreams

#croydonscouting #highachievers #skillsforlife



District Website:
www.croydonscouting.org.uk

County Website:
www.glswscouts.org.uk

Headquarters Website:
www.scouts.org.uk



http://www.scouts.org.uk/

Croydon Scouting provides #skillsforlife

#skillsforlife
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